
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 14 September 2017] 

 p4119c-4120a 
Mr Terry Healy; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

STATE ECONOMY — EMPLOYMENT 

453. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 

I firstly acknowledge my former students of Southern River College in the Speaker’s gallery and welcome them 
today. I also acknowledge the participants of the Anna Stewart Memorial Project in the gallery. 

I refer to the confidence that is returning to the Western Australian economy, the recent strength in full-time 
employment and today’s Australian Bureau of Statistics figures that show an increase in the participation rate. 
What is Treasury’s assessment of the future trend in jobs growth and how will this growth be compromised if 
those opposite block the government’s key budget measures and instead vote for bigger deficits and higher debt? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Southern River. Since coming to government we have seen confidence and certainty return 
to the state’s economy, and we have seen a government that is dedicated to creating more jobs in Western Australia 
and creating opportunities for its citizens. In recent weeks, I introduced our jobs bill to ensure more local 
participation and opportunities for local businesses. Our budget contained a whole range of measures to diversify 
the state’s economy. Our Metronet plan is in the budget and will create thousands of jobs, and we have made 
a record investment in roads in both the city and country areas. We have also supported state agreement acts and 
said that we will not rip up state agreement acts, providing confidence to the more than 60 state agreements acts 
across Western Australia. It is no surprise that in the budget, Treasury had this to say, and I quote — 

With employment expected to rebound in 2017-18, it is likely that the annual unemployment rate has now 
peaked. As such, the unemployment rate is forecast to fall. 

In 2017–18, employment is expected to grow by 1.5 per cent and we have seen a resurgent iron ore industry in 
recent months. Figures came out yesterday indicating that recruitment by iron ore miners is now up by more than 
57 per cent on what it was last year. Engineering jobs are up by 78 per cent. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
and I have been out there supporting major investment opportunities across Western Australia. The participation 
rate has increased to 68 — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, it is not a chatroom. If you want a chat, go outside. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The participation rate has increased to 68 per cent. In trend terms, the unemployment rate 
dropped today from 5.6 per cent to 5.5 per cent. Under Labor — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The trend rate of unemployment has dropped from 5.6 per cent to 5.5 per cent. There are 
strong signs of recovery. What the business community wants — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the second time. Leader of the Opposition, you are 
already on two. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition hates it. It hates that the economy is doing well and it hates the fact that it is 
in opposition. But it is in opposition, so it needs to get used to it and act constructively. Business in this state wants 
the state government to start to get on top of the debt and deficit that members opposite left. What the Leader of 
the Opposition needs to do — 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Members opposite need to act responsibly to the significant budget repair measures that the 
government has brought in. It will ensure that this state receives better budget management than it has in recent 
years. Business needs to see that as a sign of confidence in the economy to support jobs investment and that the 
state government is dealing with finances properly. 
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